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NORTHERN LIGHTS SCHOOL DIVISION No. 113 

CONNECTIONS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND 

WELCOME BACK! 

 
New is the year, new are the hopes and 

aspirations… 

 

 
As a new day breaks and a new day ends 

may you have many successes in 2010. 

 

Teacher from La Ronge going to 

the Olympics 

 
Julie Pearson, Grade 9 teacher from the 

Churchill Community High School will be 

traveling to Vancouver to take part in the 

2010 Olympics. She is part of the Indigenous 

Youth Gathering delegation that includes 

aboriginal youth from across Canada.  Julie 

was selected from an open application call 

out, seeking youth who are leaders, role 

models and ambassadors from their 

respective communities. 

She will participate with other guests in 

programming that includes a focus on healthy 

living, peace, sport, leadership and culture.  

Julie will also have the opportunity to 

participate and perform in 2010 cultural 

activities and celebrations. 

 

JUNIOR WINTER GAMES IN 

LA LOCHE MARCH 7
TH
 – 12

TH
  

 

La Loche Community School and the 

Northern Village of La Loche will be hosting 

the Junior Winter Games in La Loche.  Greg 

Hatch (Consultant), Stephen King (Principal), 

staff members, students and community 

volunteers are working hard preparing for the 

event(s). 

 

Students from grades 6 to 9 will participate in 

the various competitive events.  The 

communities participating include:  Beauval, 

Buffalo Narrows, Cumberland House, Green 

Lake, La Loche, La Ronge (Churchill, 

Gordon Denny and Pre Cam), Pinehouse 

Lake, Sandy Bay, Stony Rapids and Uranium 

City. 

 

Sporting events include Badminton, 

Basketball, Broomball, Cross Country Skiing, 

Volleyball, and Wrestling. 

 

Fine Arts events include Visual Art, Drama, 

Music, and Hip Hop Dance.  

 

Cultural and Traditional events include 

Archery, Crafts, Jigging and Square Dancing, 

and King and Queen Trapper. 

  

Chad Montgrand from La Loche Community 

School was the winner of the logo contest.  

Robert St. Pierre, board representative for 

this area and the NLSD Board of Education 

members hope that all students enjoy the 

games. 
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DIVISION FOUNDATIONAL 

STATEMENTS 
Happy New Year with Renewed Goals 

 

Mandate:   

Through the Education Act, the Minister of 

Learning has vested the Board the power and 

authority to govern the Division.  

Accordingly, the mandate of the Board is to 

provide the students of the Division learning 

opportunities delivered within the context of 

the Board’s vision, mission, values and 

guiding principles. 

 

Philosophy: 

The Division believes: 

1. That the purpose of education is to help 

individuals to know themselves, to 

develop personal resources of judgement 

and skills to face a future anywhere, to 

understand their responsibilities to 

themselves, family and community, and 

to exercise the greatest degree of control 

over their lives. 

2. Education is a shared responsibility 

between school and community.  

(Includes parents, extended family, etc.) 

3. Educational decision-making is improved 

when parents and other members of the 

community participate in the governance. 

 
Vision: 

To increase the chances for students by 

developing their academic and citizenship 

skills within the cultural aspect of the North, 

with the help of engaged communities. 

 

Mission: 

To advocate for equality of opportunity and 

support for all individuals within its 

jurisdiction through the provision of good 

governance, sound management, adherence 

to provincial and regional curricula and 

exemplary instruction. 

 
 
 

2009 AWARD WINNERS 
 

Each year students within the school division 

receive awards for their academic excellence 

and  work in their home communities.  

Congratulations to the students in the 

following areas: 

 

Lieutenant Governor Awards: 

Lionel Deschambault (Cumberland House); 

Timara Fontaine (La Loche) and Scott 

Schooley (La Ronge) 

 

 
Honourable Dr. Gordon L Barnhart presents Scott 

Schooley the Lieutenant Governors Award at the 

Churchill Community High School in La Ronge 

 

Grade 12 Proficiency Awards: 

Dakota DeCaux (La Loche); Brent 

Daigneault (La Ronge); Lindsay Dennett 

(Beauval); Jasmin McCallum (Buffalo 

Narrows); Stephanie Natomagan (Pinehouse); 

Bert McAuley (Cumberland House) 

 

Scholarship Recipients ($2,000): 

Dakota DeCaux (La Loche); Lindsay Dennett 

(Beauval); Duncan Boyes (La Ronge); 

Belinda Flippin (Buffalo Narrows); Stephanie 

Natomagan (Pinehouse); Whitfield Pointon 

(La Ronge); Sheldon Merriman (La Ronge); 

Yen Ly (La Ronge); Owen Smallwood (La 

Ronge); Jasmine McCallum (Buffalo 

Narrows) 
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AWARDS Recipients ($1,000): 
Ty Roberts (La Ronge); Justin J. Stacey (La 

Ronge); Kenley Ratt (Pinehouse); Kaylee-

Ann Irving (La Ronge); Karly McCallum 

(Buffalo Narrows); Jadon Sanderson (La 

Ronge); Ryan K. Herman (La Loche); Bert 

McAuley (Cumberland House); Wesley B. 

Morin (Sandy Bay); Aaron Bell (La Ronge); 

Brandon White (La Ronge); Rochelle 

Lemaigre (La Loche); Stephen Bagwell (La 

Ronge) 

 

Encounters with Canada 
 

Four students from Churchill High School 

will be travelling to Ottawa with Encounters 

with Canada.  They are Dustin Holinaty, 

Chase Heimbecker, Adam Senft and Chad 

Towill.   

“Approximately 120 teens from across 

Canada, will discover their country through 

each other, learn about Canadian 

institutions, meet famous and accomplished 

Canadians, explore exciting career options, 

develop their civic leadership skills and live 

an extraordinary bilingual experience.” 

Enjoy your experience and safe travels. 

 
Gordon Denny Community School 
Grizzlies Athletic Program 
Promotes Academic Success 
 
Principal Sean Lockwood and Vice-Principal 

Marc Gaumond strongly believe that a 

successful school must have a strong athletic 

program.  Sean Lockwood indicates, 

“Athletics ties directly into academic success 

for a lot of students and my goal as principal 

is to continue building a strong athletic 

program that ties into academic success at 

Gordon Denny Community School”. 

 

An example of this is when the boys and girls 

teams were invited to a volleyball tournament 

in La Loche.  Prior to the tournament, five 

grade 6 students were behind in their studies.  

Mrs. Corrigal, the homeroom teacher with the 

support of school administration notified the 

athletes that if their work wasn’t completed 

they would not travel with the team to La 

Loche.  The students worked hard to ensure 

their work was done and were able to travel 

with their team mates.  

 

Both teams were victorious in winning the 

tournament. 

 
GDCS Pee Wee Girls Volleyball Champions 

Top Row (L to R): Coach Marc Gaumond, Christen 

Ross, Jayme Woodhouse-McKenzie, Gina Nelson, 

Brittany Bird, Alayna Calladine 

Bottom Row (L to R):  Chyran Isbister, Neka Goulet, 

Sasha Roberts, Hannah Green 

    

 
GDCS Pee Wee Boys Volleyball Champions 

Top Row (L to R):  Eddie Sanderson, Gage McKenzie, 

Thomas Woods 

Bottom Row (L to R):  Chase Woods, Brandon Bird, 

Gavin Roy, Mason Charles, Coach Sean Lockwood, 

Rylie Caron (absent) 
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The victory was two-fold for the students and 

teachers.  Vice-Principal Marc Gaumond 

made this comment, “school sport is not 

about winning or losing, it’s about the social 

skills our athletes learn from competition.  

Being able to work with others in a team 

setting is an important life skill that we as 

educators must teach our students”. 

 

Both Lockwood and Gaumond are former 

NCAA baseball players who attended 

universities in the United States.  Sports is 

what got both principals into university 

programs and now they are trying to instill 

the importance of academics and athletics on 

to their students. 

 

Minahik Waskahigan School 
Pinehouse Lake: 2009 Highlights:  
Cultural Contact with Community Elders 

 
Elders in Classrooms – Year Long 

Grade 2 – Had eleven storytellers to tell 

about the history of Pinehouse Lake. 

Grade 10 – Elders came in to speak to 

students, Christmas dinner with students’ 

grandparents. 

Bannock Making – January 

Every class in the school competed in a 

bannock making contest.  Community Elders 

came into the elementary school to help make 

the bannock.  There was a lot of one-on-one 

Elder and student interaction. 

Elder Recognition Night – February 

Honouring elders was organized to teach 

students skills about respect and gift giving. 

Paddle Making – February and March 

A community Elder taught students in the 

PAA 9 and Carpentry and Construction 10 

how to make a paddle.  

Elder Cultural Camp – September 

Students and Elders gathered at Gordon Lake 

for a week long cultural camp.  Lots of 

people from the community went out after 

work to take part in the camp.  Many 

members of the school’s teaching staff also 

participated in the event. 

Camp for Girls (Yvonne Maurice’s Camp) 

in September 

School Elder Yvonne Maurice and the 

Student Support Worker took ten girls, grades 

8-10 for a week long self-esteem building and 

outdoor event. 

Ice Fishing – December 

Elder took the Alternate Education class out 

to set a net, clean/gut fish and cook and enjoy 

the fresh fish. 

Christmas Dinner – December 

Students from grade 10 hosted a Christmas 

dinner for their grandparents.  Approximately 

20 grandparents joined their grandchildren. 

 

Churchill Community High School 
Housing Program  
 
Sixteen students from Churchill High became 

involved in a housing project in September.  

The project is a partnership between NLSD 

#113 and Sask. Housing.  The students will 

get first hand experience on the many facets 

of building a home and be exposed to 

different construction trade areas. 

 

A group of experts and trades people will 

mentor and teach the students the skills they 

need to learn.  Chris Todd (Consultant); Eric 

Hamm (Construction Coordinator); Ken Gray 

(Principal) and Vaughn Skogstad (Sask. 

Housing) have coordinated the logistics 

ensuring success from the ground and up. 

 

The students will get credit for Carpentry 20 

and Construction/Carpentry 30. The students 

expressed their gratitude for the knowledge 

and life skills learned.  There will be a 

ceremony in the future when a family from 

the community will be handed over the keys 

to live in the home.  There is hope in the 

future for another initiative such as this. 

Thank you to all involved. 
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FRONT ROW (L to R):  Carson Carr, Sekwin 
Trottier, Sierra O’Reilly Parsons, Deborah 
McCloud, Dylan Fleury, Mr. Menz 
MIDDLE ROW:  Jeremy Charles, Mathew Mirasty, 
Ragnar Robinson, Jordan McPhail, Keegan Bird, 
Mr. Hamm 
BACK ROW:  Zac McKenzie, Taron Natomagan, 
Tyson Stabner, Jordan Hancheroff, Joshua Olson, 
William Durocher 
 

January 1, 2010 – New Law 
No Cell Phone Use While Driving 

 
The new law prohibits all drivers from using 

hand held cell phone to talk, text, email or 

surf the internet while driving.  The penalty 

for this offense will be $280 which includes a 

victims’ surcharge of $60 and four demerit 

points under the safe driver recognition and 

driver improvement program. 

New drivers cannot use any type of cell 

phone while driving – even hands free 

type. 
 

WE’D LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU: 

 

For enhanced communications Connections 

will now be published monthly, therefore 

your support is needed in submitting your 

stories. Yollanda Bear, Communications 

Officer will be in contact with the schools or 

you may contact her either by email to 

yollandabear@nlsd113.net  or call her at the 

central office at 425-3302. 


